
PUBLIC HEALTH CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 368 of 1978

333.18838 Disposal of abandoned animal; notices; costs; relinquishment of rights by owner.

Sec. 18838.

    (1) A veterinarian may dispose of an animal placed in the veterinarian's custody for treatment, boarding, or other
care and abandoned by its owner by sending the notices required by this section. The veterinarian shall send a first
written notice of an intent to dispose of the animal by certified mail to the owner, at his or her last known address
and a second written notice not less than 5 days after sending the first notice. Upon the expiration of 5 days after
sending the second written notice to the owner, a veterinarian may dispose of the animal.
    (2) The disposal of an animal does not release the owner from payment of costs incurred, including the disposal.
    (3) This section does not prevent the owner or agent from mitigating additional costs by removing the animal
from custody of the veterinarian.
    (4) In the case of an animal abandoned by its owner, the owner is considered to have relinquished all rights to the
animal.

History: 1978, Act 368, Eff. Sept. 30, 1978 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Mar. 13, 2000 
Popular Name: Act 368
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