
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.1483 Claim for damages alleging medical malpractice; limitation on noneconomic damages; exceptions;
itemizing damages into economic and noneconomic loss; â€œnoneconomic lossâ€​ defined; adjusting
limitations on noneconomic loss.

Sec. 1483.

    (1) In a claim for damages alleging medical malpractice by or against a person or party, the total amount of
damages for noneconomic loss recoverable by all plaintiffs, resulting from the medical malpractice of all defendants,
shall not exceed $280,000.00 unless, as the result of the negligence of 1 or more of the defendants, 1 or more of the
following exceptions apply as determined by the court pursuant to section 6304, in which case damages for
noneconomic loss shall not exceed $500,000.00:
    (a) The plaintiff is hemiplegic, paraplegic, or quadriplegic resulting in a total permanent functional loss of 1 or
more limbs caused by 1 or more of the following:
    (i) Injury to the brain.
    (ii) Injury to the spinal cord.
    (b) The plaintiff has permanently impaired cognitive capacity rendering him or her incapable of making
independent, responsible life decisions and permanently incapable of independently performing the activities of
normal, daily living.
    (c) There has been permanent loss of or damage to a reproductive organ resulting in the inability to procreate.
    (2) In awarding damages in an action alleging medical malpractice, the trier of fact shall itemize damages into
damages for economic loss and damages for noneconomic loss.
    (3) As used in this section, "noneconomic loss" means damages or loss due to pain, suffering, inconvenience,
physical impairment, or physical disfigurement, loss of society and companionship, whether claimed under section
2922 or otherwise, loss of consortium, or other noneconomic loss.
    (4) Beginning April 1, 1994, the state treasurer shall adjust the limitations on damages for noneconomic loss set
forth in subsection (1) by amounts determined by the state treasurer at the end of each calendar year to reflect the
cumulative annual percentage change in the consumer price index. As used in this subsection, "consumer price
index" means the most comprehensive index of consumer prices available for this state from the bureau of labor
statistics of the United States department of labor.

History: Add. 1986, Act 178, Eff. Oct. 1, 1986 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 78, Eff. Apr. 1, 1994 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 608, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013 
Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 3 of Act 178 of 1986 provides:â€œ(1) Sections 2925b, 5805, 5838, and 5851 of Act No. 236 of the
Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not apply to causes of action arising before October 1, 1986.â€œ(2) Sections
1483, 5838a, and 6304 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to causes of action arising on
or after October 1, 1986.â€œ(3) Sections 1629, 1653, 2169, 2591, 2912c, 2912d, 2912e, 6098, 6301, 6303, 6305, 6306, 6307, 6309, and
6311 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed on or after October 1,
1986.â€œ(4) Sections 1651 and 6013 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not apply to cases
filed before October 1, 1986.â€œ(5) Chapter 49 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to
cases filed on or after January 1, 1987.â€œ(6) Chapter 49a of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall
apply to cases filed in judicial circuits which are comprised of more than 1 county on or after July 1, 1990 and shall apply to cases filed in
judicial circuits which are comprised of 1 county on or after October 1, 1988.â€​Enacting section 4 of Act 78 of 1993 provide;"Section 4. (1)
Sections 1483, 2912a, 5838a, 5851, and 5856 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by by this amendatory act, do not apply
to causes of action arising before October 1, 1993."(2) Section 2912f of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory
act, applies to causes of action arising on or after October 1, 1993."(3) Sections 2169, 2912d, 2912e, 6013, and 6304 of Act No. 236 of the
Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, do not apply to cases filed before October 1, 1993."(4) Sections 2912b, 2912g, and
2912h of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, apply to cases filed on or after October 1, 1993."Enacting
section 1 of Act 608 of 2012 provides:"Enacting section 1. Sections 1483, 2959, 6306, and 6307 of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961
PA 236, MCL 600.1483, 600.2959, 600.6306, and 600.6307, as amended by this amendatory act and section 6306a of the revised judicature
act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.6306a, as added by this amendatory act apply only to actions in which the cause of action arose on or
after the effective date of this amendatory act."
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