REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.2591 Frivolous civil action or defense to civil action; awarding costs and fees to prevailing party;
definitions.

Sec. 2591.

(1) Upon motion of any party, if a court finds that a civil action or defense to a civil action was frivolous, the
court that conducts the civil action shall award to the prevailing party the costs and fees incurred by that party in
connection with the civil action by assessing the costs and fees against the nonprevailing party and their attorney.

(2) The amount of costs and fees awarded under this section shall include all reasonable costs actually incurred
by the prevailing party and any costs allowed by law or by court rule, including court costs and reasonable attorney
fees.

(3) As used in this section:

(a) "Frivolous" means that at least 1 of the following conditions is met:

(1) The party's primary purpose in initiating the action or asserting the defense was to harass, embarrass, or injure
the prevailing party.

(ii) The party had no reasonable basis to believe that the facts underlying that party's legal position were in fact
true.

(iii) The party's legal position was devoid of arguable legal merit.

(b) "Prevailing party" means a party who wins on the entire record.

History: Add. 1986, Act 178, Eff. Oct. 1, 1986

Compiler's Notes: Section 3 of Act 178 of 1986 provides:a€ce(1) Sections 2925b, 5805, 5838, and 5851 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts
of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not apply to causes of action arising before October 1, 1986.4€ce(2) Sections 1483, 5838a,
and 6304 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to causes of action arising on or after
October 1, 1986.a€c(3) Sections 1629, 1653, 2169, 2591, 2912c¢, 2912d, 2912e, 6098, 6301, 6303, 6305, 6306, 6307, 6309, and 6311 of
Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed on or after October 1, 1986.4€w(4)
Sections 1651 and 6013 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, shall not apply to cases filed before
October 1, 1986.4€ce(5) Chapter 49 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases filed on
or after January 1, 1987.4€ce(6) Chapter 49a of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as added by this amendatory act, shall apply to cases
filed in judicial circuits which are comprised of more than 1 county on or after July 1, 1990 and shall apply to cases filed in judicial circuits
which are comprised of 1 county on or after October 1, 1988.a€
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