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Senators,

I lrave signed Enlolled Senate BilI147, which makcs approprizrtions for the Depar:tment of
St¿rte Policc fbr the f-iscal year cnding September 30,2020.I have, however, disapproved
fbur itcrns pursuant i,o article 5, section 19 of the Michigan Constitution of .l963. The
specific item vetoes are detailed jn the attachcd copy of the bill that has been fìled with t;he

secretary of statc.

To provide direction regarding thc implernentation of this appropriations act, I note the
following:

. Scctions 226 and 228, and subsections (8) and (9) of section704, violate article 4,

section 25 of the Michigan Cc¡nstitution of 1963, and arc 1;hcrefore ttnenforceable

Scction 216 violates article 4, section 24 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, and is
therefore unenforce a ble.

Sections 216 and 228 violate the separation of powers requirecl by article 3, sectiort
2, arnong othcr provisions of the Michigan Constitul,ion o[ 1963, and arc thcrefore
unenforceablc.

Subsections (2) and (3) of seclion 601., subsections (2) through (5) of section 602,

snbsection (3) ofsection 603, subsection (2) ofsection 604, subsections (3) and (4) of
section 701., subsections (2) through (7) of section 702, and thc annual property
inspection goal in subsection (8) of section702, also violate the separation of poìvers

required by articlc 3, section 2, among other provisions of the Michigan Constitution
of 1963, and arc therefore unenforceable. Althotrgh thc Michigan State Policc, as a
matter of pracl;icc, rncets or excccds the availability and staffing requirements
descriLled irr the afore¡nentioned pr:ovisions, the Michigarr Constitution of 1963

grants to the executive branch exclusivc control over the management of its
employccs, which necessarily jncludes thc administrative function of managing
deployrnent of staff resoLlrces to accomplish clcparl,rnental goals,
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Subsection (4) of section 703, which purports to place funds into a commercial
vehicle enforcement operations reserve f'und under the control of the legislature,
amounts to an attempt to condition the department's expenditure of appropriated
funds on further legislative approval. It therefore violates the separation of powers
required by articlc 3, section 2, among other provisions of the Michigan Constitution
of 1963, and. is unenforceable,

Thank you for your attention to tbese matters.

Since

n Whitmer
Governor

Michigan House of Representatives
The Honorable Jocelyn Benson
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